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(57) ABSTRACT

An autonomous workhorse vehicle includes a main body
including a platform to support a plurality of objects, a
tracking sensor to detect a location of the main body relative
to a leading vehicle, and an input/output port to receive an
identifier of the leading vehicle. The autonomous workhorse
vehicle further includes a power source to provide power to
propel the main body, a steering actuator designed to adjust
an orientation of the main body, and an ECU. The ECU is
designed to receive the identifier of the leading vehicle. The
ECU is further designed to determine a following time to
begin following the leading vehicle. The ECU is further
designed to control the power source and the steering
actuator to move the main body to follow the leading vehicle
at the following time based on the detected location of the
main body relative to the leading vehicle.
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